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COVID-19 

Community and Public Health’s COVID-19 role has evolved as the Omicron response has 

moved from elimination to community management this year, and as Christchurch’s MIQ 

facilities have wound down. CPH staff continue to provide support for COVID-19 

outbreaks in residential care facilities, Corrections facilities, and vulnerable or transitional 

housing. 

The Ministry of Health has provided testing advice for patients who re-develop symptoms 

after recovering from COVID-19. Further COVID-19 testing of cases is not generally 

recommended for 28 days following onset of infection, but if reinfection is plausible 

consider testing with a supervised RAT. All cases should be advised to seek a supervised 

RAT if new symptoms develop at any stage after 28 days following onset of infection. 

Detailed advice is available on the Ministry of Health’s website. 

Clinicians are no longer required to notify COVID-19 cases but should notify the medical 

officer of health of any person in their care who has died within 28 days of being reported 

as a COVID-19 case. 

CPH contact details: 

• Canterbury: Between 8.30 am and 5.00 pm, phone (03) 364 1777 and press 1. 

After hours, phone (03) 364 0640 and ask the operator to page the on-call Health 

Protection Officer. 

• South Canterbury: phone the on-call South Canterbury Health Protection Officer 

on 027 497 524. 

• West Coast: Between 8.30 am and 5.00 pm phone 027 557 3437. After hours 

phone (03) 769 7400 and ask the operator to page the on-call Health Protection 

Officer. 

 

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-health-professionals/covid-19-advice-all-health-professionals#intguide


Respiratory Illness Reports 

Community and Public Health will resume weekly winter respiratory illness reporting next 

week. Due to COVID-19-related changes in testing and reporting we will be presenting an 

abridged data set. 

As a reader of this Public Health Update newsletter you will be emailed key points and a 

link to the one-page report each Tuesday. You can subscribe or unsubscribe within that 

email. Please feel free to forward the email to anyone else you think may be interested. 

Feedback on the report is welcome: nicola.laurie@cdhb.health.nz 

 

Monkeypox 

The Ministry of Health has established a Monkeypox Incident Management Team and 

provided a fact-filled clinical update and a website with links to further information. 

As of 25th May there are no suspected or confirmed cases of monkeypox in New 

Zealand. Monkeypox is currently not a notifiable disease in New Zealand. However, the 

Ministry of Health is asking clinicians to report any suspected cases to the local medical 

officer of health. 

 

Measles 

Measles case numbers are on the rise around the world. Unfortunately, COVID-19-related 

delays in routine childhood vaccinations in New Zealand have left us with an increased 

pool of susceptible people just as our borders re-open. 

HealthPathways provides detailed advice on assessment and testing of suspected 

measles cases. Notification on suspicion is important, and triggers prompt public health 

follow-up. Patients aged 5 years and over should be tested with both PCR 

(nasopharyngeal swab) and serology. 

Please take every opportunity to offer MMR catch-ups to your patients. 

 

 

 

mailto:nicola.laurie@cdhb.health.nz
https://www.cph.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/NatlAdvisoryMonkeypoxInitialClinicalUpdate220525.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/monkeypox


National Public Health Service 

On July 1st Community and Public Health will become part of the new National Public 

Health Service, along with eleven other public health units, the Health Promotion Agency, 

and some Ministry of Health teams (including Immunisation and Screening). 

Transformation into a true national service is expected to take 1-2 years. In the first 

instance we are expecting CPH’s current teams, programmes, and contact details to 

remain the same. 
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