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Introduction 

 
The Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the 
New National Drug Policy for New Zealand discussion document.  

The reasons for making this submission are to promote the health of people and 
communities and to improve, promote and protect their health pursuant to the New Zealand 
Public Health and Disability Act 2000 and the Health Act 1956. The CDHB’s vision is to 
promote, enhance and facilitate the health and wellbeing of the people of the Canterbury 
District. 

These comments have been prepared in consultation with clinical and public health 
specialists and have the formal support of Senior Management at CDHB. 

 

General Comments on the Discussion Document 
 

At this stage in the development of the New National Drug Policy for New Zealand, 

Canterbury DHB advise that we are satisfied with the overall direction and tone of the 

discussion document, we particularly welcome the broadening of the Policy to specifically 

acknowledge the focus on families and tackling inter-generational transfer of drug-taking 

behaviours. 

 

We look forward to making a more detailed and considered response at the consultation 

stage on the draft  National Drug Policy for New Zealand.  

We commend the intention outlined in the discussion document that the focus on early 

intervention is prioritised by creating and increasing capability and capacity beyond the 

health services, in particular, that the input of Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) Services is 

strengthened. 

 

We commend the intention to develop performance targets further, including longer term 

measures to acknowledge the need for longer-term planning and service development. 

 

We support the intention that the Policy should be evidence based and provide consistency 

and guidance on issues and approaches.  However, we are  concerned  that devolving 

responsibilities for some aspects of the Policy to local bodies has the potential to create 

huge inconsistency across the country and within local areas and should be avoided. 

 

We also acknowledge the cross-departmental nature of the new Policy and that the Ministry 

of Health focuses only on one part of these approaches, further, that many other government 

agencies, like New Zealand Customs and the Police, plus community organisations also play 

a vital role. 

Recommendation 

We recommend that discussion is required at this early stage in the policy development 

process to ensure that  guidance is provided around collaboration between government 

agencies and community organisations.  The promotion of a Health in all Policies approach 

to preventing and reducing the harm alcohol and other drugs can cause not only reflects the 

current way in which law enforcement officers, educators, social worker and health 
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professionals are working together but also provides an essential framework in which 

success around these issues are more likely.     

I do not wish to appear in support of these comments. 
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