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Canterbury Wellbeing Index

Household income

The Canterbury Wellbeing Index tracks the progress of social recovery 
in greater Christchurch following the earthquakes using indicators to 
identify emerging social trends and issues.

Why is household income important? 
Having sufficient household income contributes substantially to a family’s wellbeing. With an adequate 
income, a household can access essential services and items such as quality housing, food, health 
services, and transport, and can participate in social and recreational activities in the community.

Where parents have sufficient income, the children in a household are more likely to experience 
wellbeing.1 Increases in household income also have wider benefits by contributing to economic 
growth and increasing a country’s tax base. 

For families with insufficient income, children are more likely to experience negative outcomes such 
as lower educational achievement, poorer health, poorer economic status in their adult life, and 
behavioural problems. 

It is important to note that income disparity exists across ethnic groups in New Zealand. While it is not 
possible to classify ethnicity at a household level, the 2013 census showed that the national median 
personal income for all people aged over 15 was $28,500, while median personal income for Māori, 
Asian, and Pacific peoples aged over 15 was $22,500, $20,100, and $19,700 respectively.2 This 
difference means that these population groups are likely to be disproportionately affected in terms of 
the income-related determinants of wellbeing mentioned above.

How was household income impacted by the earthquakes?
The earthquakes caused significant damage to the economy. 

A quarter of the respondents in the first (September 2012) CERA Wellbeing Survey experienced 
potential or actual loss of employment or income as a result of the earthquakes.a More about impacts 
on employment can be found in the Employment Outcomes section.

In addition, 45 per cent of respondents in 2012 reported moderate or major negative impacts of 
‘additional financial burdens (e.g. replacing damaged items, additional housing costs, and supporting 
family members)’ as a result of the earthquakes.b

On the other hand, almost one quarter (24 per cent) of respondents had experienced positive 
business and employment opportunities as a result of the earthquakes and one in seven (18 per cent) 
had experienced income-related benefits.

What is happening now?
The rebuild fuelled economic growth in the region between 2012 and 2014. In turn, this growth 
is likely to have increased household incomes. Canterbury remained one of the top performing 
regions in 2014 with annual growth of 4.4 per cent, compared with 3.6 per cent across New Zealand. 
However, economic growth slowed in 2015 as the initial impetus of the rebuild levelled out. 

In the April 2016 Canterbury Wellbeing Survey, 11 per cent of respondents reported that additional 
financial burdens as a result of the earthquakes continue to have a strong negative impact on their 
everyday lives.  

a For information on the Canterbury Wellbeing Survey, refer to the technical notes.
b For 26 per cent of respondents, additional financial burdens had ‘moderately’ or ‘majorly’ negatively impacted their everyday life.
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What are the indicators telling us?
This report measures household income in two ways.

•	 Median and 20th percentile equivalised gross weekly household income.

•	 Median weekly household income net of housing costs for renters and home owners.

Median and 20th percentile equivalised gross weekly household income

Median gross household income is the dollar amount that divides all households into two equal 
groups based on their income. Half of the households have an income above that amount, and half 
the households have an income below that amount. 

The 20th percentile for household income is the dollar amount that divides households into the  
20 per cent of households that have an income below this amount and the 80 per cent that have an 
income higher than this amount. 

Household income has been ‘equivalised’, which means the dollar amounts have been adjusted 
based on the number of adults and age and number of children in the household. 

Figure 1 shows that the median equivalised gross weekly household income increased for greater 
Christchurch and New Zealand overall from 2008 to 2014 before dropping slightly in 2015.

Greater Christchurch had a 24 per cent increase in median weekly household income between the 
pre-earthquake period (of 2008 to 2010) and 2014 compared with a 14 per cent increase across New 
Zealand. In 2015, however, median weekly income dropped by three per cent for greater Christchurch 
from $1409 to $1361, while it continued to grow nationally.

Between 2008 and 2014, the majority of the increase for greater Christchurch ($228 of a total $283) 
occurred between 2012 and 2014. Nationally, income increased by only $100 per week over this 
period. In 2014 median weekly income in greater Christchurch reached a peak at $178 higher than 
the New Zealand median before the difference was reduced to $97 for the year to June 2015.

Figure 1: Median equivalised gross weekly household income 

 

Greater Christchurch 
had a 24 per cent 
increase in median 
weekly household 
income between the 
pre-earthquake period 
and 2014 compared 
with a 14 per cent 
increase across  
New Zealand.
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Figure 2 shows that the 20th percentile for equivalised gross weekly household income increased  
by 32 per cent in greater Christchurch, from $545 in 2008 to $722 in 2015. This compares with a  
15 per cent increase across New Zealand over this time period, from $525 in 2008 to $606 in 2015. 

Greater Christchurch’s greatest annual increase of 20 per cent occurred between 2012 and 2013 
(from $563 to $677) compared with five per cent nationally over the same time period (from $527 to 
$554). 

Between June 2014 and June 2015, income growth as measured by this indicator slowed in greater 
Christchurch. The national increase for this period of five per cent (from $575 to $606) exceeded that 
for greater Christchurch, which was less than one per cent (from $716 to $722) for the first time in 
three years.

Figure 2: 20th percentile equivalised gross weekly household income 

 

Median weekly household income net of housing costs

This is the median amount that households have in gross weekly income after housing costs have 
been deducted. Home owners have higher median weekly household incomes than those who rent, 
both in greater Christchurch and in New Zealand as a whole.

Note that the findings in this section (Figures 3, 4, and 5) relate to a small sample and should be 
treated with caution.

Figure 3 shows the median equivalised weekly household income net of housing costs for greater 
Christchurch home owners has varied substantially between 2008 and 2015, including large dips in 
2011 and 2014. Overall, it increased by 48 per cent (from $973 in 2008 to $1,442 in 2015), compared 
with an increase of 24 per cent across New Zealand over this time period.  
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weekly household 
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$722 in 2015. This 
compares with a  
15 per cent increase 
across New Zealand 
over this time period, 
from $525 in 2008 to 
$606 in 2015. 
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Figure 3: Median equivalised weekly household income net of housing costs for home owners  

 

Figure 4 shows that median equivalised household income for renters also dipped in mid-2011 
but has recovered since. Overall, there was a 75 per cent increase in median equivalised weekly 
household income net of housing costs for renters between 2008 and 2015 in greater Christchurch, 
compared with 24 per cent nationally.  



    Canterbury Wellbeing Index 2016  |  Household income  |  5

Figure 4: Median equivalised gross weekly household income net of housing costs for renters 

 

Figure 5 shows that low income earners living in rental accommodation also experienced income 
increases at a higher rate than their housing costs increased during the post-earthquake period, and 
there are now fewer greater Christchurch households that have less than $480 per week after rental 
housing costs than there were before the earthquakes. 

The proportion dropped from 39 per cent in 2011 to 19 per cent in 2013. Nationally there was little 
change during this period. In 2014 there was an increase for greater Christchurch to 33 per cent, in 
line with the national trend, and then a slight decrease to 26.5 per cent in the year to June 2015. 

Figure 5: Proportion of renting households that have less than $480 of gross weekly household 
income net housing costs 
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Find out more
Find out more about the Canterbury Wellbeing Index:  
www.cph.co.nz/your-health/canterbury-wellbeing-index/

Find out more about the Canterbury economic indicators: www.cdc.org.nz

Find out more about the standard of living in Christchurch city: www.ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-
community/statistics-and-facts/facts-stats-and-figures/economic-standard-of-living/

Technical notes

Canterbury Wellbeing Survey (formerly the CERA Wellbeing Survey)

Data source: Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority,  
 Canterbury District Health Board 

Data frequency:  Six-monthly September 2012, April 2013, September 2013, April 2014, 
September 2014, April 2015, September 2015 (all CERA) and April 2016 
(CDHB)

Data complete until: April 2016

Notes: The April 2016 Canterbury Wellbeing Survey (formerly the CERA Wellbeing Survey) is 
the eighth survey in the series providing information about the residents of greater Christchurch. 
Respondents were randomly selected from the electoral roll. The survey was delivered online and by 
hard copy from 30 March to 18 May 2016.The response rate was 41 per cent. Weighting was used to 
correct imbalances in sample representation. The survey was originally developed in partnership with 
Christchurch City Council, Waimakariri District Council, Selwyn District Council, Canterbury District 
Health Board, Ngāi Tahu and the Natural Hazards Research Platform. For results from the surveys, 
see: www.cph.co.nz/your-health/wellbeing-survey/ 

Median and 20th percentile gross weekly household income

Data source:   New Zealand Income Survey (NZIS), Statistics New Zealand

Data frequency:  Annually during the June quarter

Data complete until: June 2015 quarter

Notes: The NZIS is run annually during the June quarter as a supplement to the Household Labour 
Force Survey (HLFS). In the HLFS, approximately 15,000 private households (approximately 29,000 
individuals) in New Zealand are interviewed. 

Data from the NZIS have been re-based to reflect Census 2013 estimates.

Equivalisation is of gross weekly household income using the Revised Jensen Scale. Adult and child 
definitions are consistent with Household Economic Survey treatment (see below). 

Households composed exclusively of people outside the ages 18–64 years are excluded.

Dollar values presented are nominal, which means they represent the currency value each year 
they are reported, but they have not been adjusted for inflation. Therefore the value (or ‘purchasing 
power’) of one dollar may change from year to year.

Greater Christchurch is the aggregation of Christchurch City, Waimakariri District and Selwyn District 
Councils and is below survey design level. Data are indicative only and should be interpreted 
cautiously. 

Data for greater Christchurch in 2011 are subject to slightly higher sampling error than normal owing 
to interruption of surveying.
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Weekly household income net housing costs

Data source:  Household Economic Survey (HES) and HES (Income),  
Statistics New Zealand

Data frequency: Yearly. HES results are 2007, 2010 and 2013, and HES (Income) results 
are 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2014 and 2015 

Data complete until: June 2015

Notes: The HES is conducted every three years, and collects information on household expenditure 
and income, as well as a wide range of demographic information. A shorter version of the survey, HES 
(Income), is collected in the two years between the full HES.

Data from the HES (Income) have been re-based to reflect Census 2013 estimates.

Greater Christchurch is the aggregation of Christchurch City, Waimakariri District and Selwyn District 
Councils and is below survey design level. Data are indicative only and should be interpreted 
cautiously.

Households that are ‘Not owned’ cover dwellings where the household does not own the dwelling, 
and either pays rent or lives there rent-free. ‘Owned’ households cover dwellings that are held (or 
not held) in a family trust, regardless of whether mortgage payments are made or not made for the 
dwelling. 

Household income is from total regular and recurring income sources, and is gross (before tax) 
income. Weekly household income net of housing cost is defined as Gross Household Income less 
Housing Cost. Differences between HES and HES (Income) mean that caution should be used when 
comparing the results.

Dollar values presented are nominal, which means they represent the currency value each year they 
are reported, and so have not been adjusted for inflation. Therefore the value (or ‘purchasing power’) 
of one dollar may change from year to year.

Housing costs include mortgage principal repayments, mortgage interest payments, mortgage 
application fees, rent payments, other payments associated with renting (e.g. bonds paid in the last 
12 months), property rates payments (both regional and local government), and payments associated 
with building-related insurance.
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