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SUBMISSION ON THE NORTHERN LINE – PUARI KI PŪ-HARAKEKE-NUI 

Details of submitter 

1. Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB). 

Details of submission 

2. The submitter is responsible for promoting the reduction of adverse environmental 

effects on the health of people and communities and to improve, promote and 

protect their health pursuant to the New Zealand Public Health and Disability Act 

2000 and the Health Act 1956. These statutory obligations are the responsibility of 

the Ministry of Health and, in the Canterbury District, are carried out under contract 

by Community and Public Health under Crown funding agreements on behalf of the 

Canterbury District Health Board. 

3. The Ministry of Health requires the submitter to reduce potential health risks by 

such means as  submissions to ensure the public health significance of potential 

adverse effects are adequately considered during policy development. 

4. The CDHB welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Northern Line – Puari ki 

Pū-harakeke-nui. The future health of our populations is not just reliant on hospitals, 

but on a responsive environment where all sectors work collaboratively.  

5. While health care services are an important determinant of health, health is also 

influenced by a wide range of factors beyond the health sector. Health care services 

manage disease and trauma and are an important determinant of health outcomes. 

However health creation and wellbeing (overall quality of life) is influenced by a wide 

range of factors beyond the health sector. 

6. These influences can be described as the conditions in which people are born, 

grow, live, work and age, and are impacted by environmental, social and 

behavioural factors. They are often referred to as the social determinants of health1. 

The diagram2 below shows how the various influences on health are complex and 

interlinked. 

                                                           
1 Public Health Advisory Committee.  2004.  The Health of People and Communities. A Way Forward: Public Policy and the Economic Determinants of Health.  Public 
Health Advisory Committee: Wellington. 
2 Barton, H and Grant, M. (2006) A health map for the local human habitat. The Journal of the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health 126 (6), pp 252-253.  
http://www.bne.uwe.ac.uk/who/healthmap/default.asp  

http://www.bne.uwe.ac.uk/who/healthmap/default.asp
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7. The most effective way to maximise people’s wellbeing is to take these factors into 

account as early as possible during decision making and strategy development. 

Initiatives to improve health outcomes and overall quality of life must involve 

organisations and groups beyond the health sector, such as local government if 

they are to have a reasonable impact3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                           
3 McGinni s JM, Williams-Russo P, Knickman JR.  2002. The case for more active policy attention to health promotion. Health Affairs, 21(2): 78 - 93.  



Page 4 of 7 
 

General Comments 

8. The CDHB strongly supports the development of good quality active transport 

infrastructure for cyclists of all levels, which is known to encourage physical activity 

and be beneficial to population health.  

9. The Northern Line will be valuable to people living in Northwest Christchurch who 

wish to travel between Belfast and Riccarton, and on to the Central City. The CDHB 

supports the preferred route along the rail corridor which provides a safe and direct 

off-road path.  

10. The CDHB notes that most of the proposed route will be a shared pedestrian and 

cyclist pathway. These shared pathways must be wide enough to accommodate 

both pedestrians and cyclists and have clear pedestrian priority signage to ensure 

pedestrian safety and reduce the likelihood of accidents. The design of the shared 

pathways in Hagley Park works well.  

11. The proposed cycleway will intersect with other major cycleways. The CDHB 

recommends that there is consistency in wayfinding signage throughout the cycle 

network. This will help people navigate around the city and encourage use of the 

cycleways. 

 

Specific comments 

12. The CDHB supports the Northern Line proposal and has a number of 

recommendations for consideration which would further improve health outcomes 

for the community.   

13. The CDHB strongly encourages Council to ensure procurement of the additional 

land required to address the pinch point adjacent to Leslie Hills Drive (Sheet 2). The 

current proposal of a shared pathway 1.7m wide is not sufficient to allow 

pedestrians and cyclists to safely share this space. It also does not comply with the 

NZTA guidelines for shared pathways; commuter path 2.0-3.5m (3.5m desirable), 

recreational path 3.0-4.0m (3.5m desirable) or where use is uncertain, provide 

3.0m.4 

                                                           
4 https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/Walking-Cycling-and-Public-Transport/docs/national-cycle-network-design-
guidance-stage-1-report-best-practice-review.pdf  

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/Walking-Cycling-and-Public-Transport/docs/national-cycle-network-design-guidance-stage-1-report-best-practice-review.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/Walking-Cycling-and-Public-Transport/docs/national-cycle-network-design-guidance-stage-1-report-best-practice-review.pdf
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14. The CDHB notes that some sections of the existing shared pathway are quite 

narrow. For example, the section between Wroxton Terrace and Glandovey Road is 

often congested at peak times. As user numbers are likely to increase as a result of 

the proposed extension, Council should explore opportunities to increase the width 

of the existing pathway in order to meet demand. This will reduce the likelihood of 

accidents between cyclists and pedestrians and make the pathway more attractive 

to potential users.  

15. The CDHB recommends that a Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 

(CPTED) assessment is done for the entire route. There are sections of the existing 

shared pathway which have lower levels of lighting. The principles of CPTED need 

to be incorporated into the final design to prevent crime and other antisocial 

behaviour. Ensuring a sense of community ownership and safety will encourage 

more people to use the cycleway.  

16. The CDHB recommends that clear signage warn cyclists approaching road 

crossings, e.g. Riccarton Road (Sheet 3) to slow down and give way to pedestrians. 

There is potential for conflict between cyclists traveling in a north-south direction 

along the cycleway and pedestrians walking in an east-west direction along the 

footpath. Any planting should be kept low to ensure clear visibility for both cyclists 

and pedestrians. 

17. The CHDB supports the proposed reconfiguration of parking at the Station 

Restaurant (Sheet 5) to make room for a continuous shared path. This will be much 

safer than the current disconnected route. 

18. It is noted that Council is working with KiwiRail to determine an appropriate design 

for rail crossings. The CDHB has serious concerns about the designs currently 

proposed in the consultation document. For example, the proposed flashing lights at 

several crossings (Sheet 7, Sheet 8, Sheet 9) do not meet the needs of people with 

visual impairments. Also, as cyclists will be travelling at speed and people may be 

distracted by phones or other devices, flashing lights will not be sufficient to prevent 

accidents. It is noted that a fence crossing is proposed at the southern side of 

Northcote Road (Sheet 6). It is unclear exactly how this crossing will look and 

operate, and why this crossing would be different to the flashing lights proposed at 

other crossings. The CDHB recommends that all rail crossings along the Northern 
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Line are the same. Consistency will reduce confusion and the likelihood of 

accidents. If fence crossings are to be used, they should be of a low enough height 

so as not to impede the sight line of cyclists and pedestrians approaching crossings. 

19. The CHDB supports the proposed new lighting through Barnes Reserve (Sheet 8). 

An improved sense of safety will encourage use of the cycleway.  

20. The CDHB recommends that clear signage is placed in Barnes, Aylsham and 

Sharnbrook Reserves so people are easily able to connect to the new cycleway.   

21. The CDHB supports the opportunity for community involvement in the enhancement 

of the space under the Main North Road overbridge (Sheet 11). CPTED principles 

need to be incorporated into the final design of this space to ensure that it is safe to 

use. 

22. The CDHB supports the modification of the signals at Main North Road and Styx 

Mill Road intersection as this will make the intersection safer for pedestrians and 

cyclists.  

23. The CDHB recommends that consideration is given to continuing the proposed 

cycleway to northern side of Northwood Boulevard. Many cyclists will end their 

journey on the northern side of the road, therefore it is important that people have a 

safe crossing point.  

 

Conclusion 

24. The CDHB  does wish to be heard in support of this submission. 

25. If others make a similar submission, the CDHB will not consider presenting a joint 

case with them at the hearing. 

26. Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the Northern Line – Puari ki Pū-

harakeke-nui. 
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