
0800 RING CERA  I  0800 7464 2372  I  Fax (03) 963 6382  I  www.cera.govt.nz/cwi  |  1

The Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) is monitoring 
and reporting on the progress of the recovery. The Canterbury 
Wellbeing Index tracks the progress of social recovery using 
indicators to identify emerging social trends and issues.

Why is it important for people to be involved in the arts? 
People attend and participate in the arts for pleasure, creative expression, personal growth and 
learning. Through participation in the arts, people are able to establish social ties and connect with 
their own and other cultures. 

When individuals gain such advantages, the wider public also benefits. For example, cultures have 
greater empathy and understanding towards each other and communities are more able to express 
and create common values and identity.1

In addition, the arts promote broad social, cultural and economic goals, such as economic growth and 
better academic performance.2

New Zealanders support the arts strongly. In a 2014 survey, carried out by Creative New Zealand, 78 
per cent of respondents agreed that arts help define who we are as New Zealanders and 74 per cent 
agreed that the arts contribute positively to our economy. They agreed that their community would be 
poorer without the arts (69 per cent) and supported public funding of the arts (74 per cent).3

Research in 2014 also found that 99 per cent of adults in Christchurch had been to at least one 
cultural event or place within the previous three years.4 This proportion is slightly higher than the 
national average of 98 per cent. 

How did the earthquakes affect the arts?
The earthquakes were devastating for the arts infrastructure of greater Christchurch. 

All areas of visual arts at professional and community levels were affected. The Christchurch Art 
Gallery remains closed and individual artists have lost studio and exhibition spaces.5 The earthquakes 
damaged some art collections, such as those held in the Central City Library and the University 
of Canterbury. Many collections were either left without a permanent home or their building was 
damaged and closed indefinitely. Dealer galleries also closed or moved, reducing the ability of artists 
to generate income and exhibit works. 

Earthquakes disrupted, damaged or destroyed performing arts facilities including the Town Hall and 
Isaac Theatre Royal. Rehearsal spaces and community venues were lost and those that remained 
were oversubscribed. Key performing arts organisations and events, such as the Court Theatre, 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, kapa haka and the Christchurch Arts Festival were disrupted. The 
contemporary popular music scene was also affected with the loss of live music venues such as pubs, 
the Octagon restaurant and churches that previously hosted the annual Acoustic Church Tours. 

In the Arts Centre, where many artists had studios and galleries, 22 of 23 buildings were closed 
because they required substantial repairs. The estimated repair, rebuild and restoration cost of the 
Arts Centre is $290 million6 and is expected to be completed in 2019.

Despite these challenges, 90 per cent of Christchurch residents agree that arts and culture have a 
vital role to play in rebuilding the city.7 
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What is happening now?
The recovery of the arts and cultural sectors is generally being driven by arts community 
organisations and practitioners, with support from funding agencies such as Creative New Zealand, 
territorial authorities and the Canterbury Community Trust. For example, between September 2010 
and April 2015, Creative New Zealand provided over $3.35 million in grants to artists, practitioners 
and organisations through its Earthquake Recovery Grants Fund.8

The Arts and Culture Recovery Plan

In December 2014 the Ministry for Culture and Heritage released the Arts and Culture Recovery 
Programme for greater Christchurch.9 The programme sets out a vision for the arts and cultural sector 
and strategies for achieving that vision. It details what has been achieved to date as well as current 
and planned projects for arts and cultural recovery.

The Christchurch City Council and CERA are co-leading the anchor project to develop a Performing 
Arts Precinct within central Christchurch. The new precinct is planned to provide permanent homes 
for the Court Theatre, the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra and the Music Centre of Christchurch 
(now renamed The Piano: Centre for Music and the Arts) as well as accommodation for a range of 
other cultural and community activities. Construction work on The Piano’s new facility, including a new 
350-seat concert hall, commenced in March 2015.

A community consultation process has been undertaken as part of the development of plans for the 
Canterbury Earthquake Memorial to ensure that the voices and ideas of the affected families and 
community are captured in the memorial design process.10 The May 2015 selection of the successful 
Memorial Wall design followed extensive consultation with and input from the community.11 

Community-led recovery of the arts and culture sectors

In the April 2015 CERA Wellbeing Survey, 37 per cent of respondents reported they have had the 
opportunity to experience public events and spaces (eg memorial events and initiatives such as  
Gap Filler project and Re:START Mall). This experience is having a strong positive impact on the lives 
of 18 per cent. Those living in Christchurch city (20 per cent) were more likely to feel there had been  
a moderate or major positive impact on their everyday lives from the opportunities to experience 
public events and spaces than were residents in Selwyn (12 per cent) and Waimakariri districts  
(10 per cent). 

The April 2015 CERA Wellbeing Survey also showed that 20 per cent of residents were positively 
impacted by more opportunities for individual creative expression. For 9 per cent, this is having a 
moderate or major positive impact on their everyday lives. This finding is consistent with previous 
surveys. 

In the early recovery period a number of temporary premises were opened to ensure that the arts  
and cultural sector could continue to operate. Examples included:

•	 The Canterbury Cultural Collection Recovery Centre at the Air Force Museum, Wigram opened 
in 2012 to temporarily house collections and allow organisations to work on them. While this was 
primarily aimed at heritage collections, the centre has also supported arts-based collections such 
as the Christchurch City Choir’s music collection. 

•	 In December 2011, the Court Theatre re-opened in temporary premises, where it is providing a full 
range of performances. 

Through the recovery, innovative transitional arts spaces have been developed through the leadership 
of the arts and culture community and many of these initiatives have provided the residents of greater 
Christchurch with opportunities to enjoy the arts in new and unique settings. Examples include:

•	 Gap Filler, Greening the Rubble and Life in Vacant Spaces continue to offer innovative initiatives 
in vacant and temporary sites within Christchurch. These organisations support creative people 
and groups to bring interactive artworks into the city ensuring that it remains an exciting and ever-
changing art scape for visitors and locals to visit.
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•	 The Pallet Pavilion (established in 2012) was a transitional community venue in the central city 
used to host markets, concerts and events. Organisers successfully used crowd-sourced funding 
to remain open until early 2014.  

•	 RAD Bikes (Recycle a Dunger) opened in the central city on Labour Weekend 2013 as a Gap 
Filler project set up in collaboration with Inner City East Cycles. It is a volunteer-run community 
bike shed where anyone can build or repair bicycles and/or help restore bikes to give away. From 
March 2015 it has become the RAD Bikes Charitable Trust. 

•	 Art Box was created by the Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology (CPIT) in February 
2013 to provide visual, installation and performance artists with an innovative and different 
venue to present their work. Over 31 exhibitions have been held, giving Christchurch artists the 
opportunity to showcase and sell their work. It is estimated that nearly 30,000 people have visited 
the Art Box since it opened.

•	 Art Box makes up part of the new Boxed Quarter along with BeatBox, run by the Christchurch 
Music Industry Trust to provide studio and rehearsal spaces for Christchurch musicians. CPIT 
has announced that these current boxes will be relocated from the Boxed Quarter in August 2015 
and are currently examining possible new locations for the boxes to ensure that public access 
continues.

•	 The Christchurch Art Gallery continues to curate its ‘Outer Spaces’ programme, which exhibits 
new works of art in the central city and suburban areas. Art Beat continued its successful multi-
arts programme of performance, music and exhibitions run over summer 2013 in the Re:START 
Mall.

•	 Street art has been harnessed to help regenerate areas hit hard by the earthquakes with the RISE 
street art festival and the From the Ground Up project creating around 30 large street artworks 
in the city centre and Sydenham. Similar innovative community-led projects are under way in the 
suburbs, such as the New Brighton Mural Madness project which is now in its second year. 

•	 The SCAPE 8 Public Art Christchurch Biennial is a contemporary art event which mixes new 
artworks with existing legacy works as well as education and public event programmes. Running 
between October and mid-November 2015, SCAPE 8 artworks will be located around central 
Christchurch and linked via a public art walkway. All aspects of SCAPE 8 are free to view.

A number of festivals and events have continued to be held in greater Christchurch ensuring that 
people’s ability to participate in the arts and cultural sectors has been maintained and to support the 
economic recovery:

•	 In winter 2013 the Winter Chill series of events for young people aged 12 to 24 years was 
coordinated by CERA and funded by the Ministry of Youth Development and Fletcher Building.  
More than 50 events were developed by young people for young people with a large number 
focused on arts and cultural activities including gallery exhibitions, concerts and community art 
projects.

•	 Christchurch residents were once again entertained in January 2015 by street and stage 
performers during the 10-day World Buskers Festival held in North Hagley Park and in venues 
around the inner city. 

•	 In March 2015 another highlight for the city was Te Matatini’s National Festival, a four-day 
event hosted by the Waitaha Cultural Council, CCC and Ngāi Tahu. The festival attracted huge 
audiences and media coverage throughout the world.

•	 Between November 2014 and January 2015, the Christchurch Stands Tall public arts project 
installed 99 fibreglass giraffes reaching 2.5 metres high on the streets, parks and public spaces 
of greater Christchurch.   This installation by Wild in Art was to celebrate the city rising up and 
standing tall following the earthquakes. Artists, well-known and undiscovered, young and old, were 
invited to submit their designs with the best designs selected by sponsors. Schools also decorated 
50 small giraffes. At the end of the exhibition, the giraffes were auctioned and the profits shared 
between local charities. 
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More recently permanent premises have been repaired and rebuilt to enable the recovery and 
regeneration of the arts and cultural sectors.  Examples include:

•	 The Isaac Theatre Royal reopened in November 2014 after an extensive rebuild and restoration 
costing $40 million.   Due to the complex and elaborate construction methods requiring a rebuild 
from façade to proscenium arch this was one of the most intricate building projects undertaken to 
date in the recovery. The repair of this premier performing arts venue was a significant milestone 
in the recovery of the city and region, especially in the performing arts sector.

•	 In January 2015 the Waimakariri District Council opened a new purpose-designed service centre 
and library with museum and art gallery space, replacing the former Kaiapoi Service Centre, 
library and museum. In March 2015 the Rangiora Town Hall was also opened and has been 
earthquake strengthened and extended to become a performing arts centre with a refurbished 
auditorium. 

•	 Restoration work on the Arts Centre is proceeding. The registry and old gymnasium buildings 
have been completed and tenanted – the old gymnasium by the Free Theatre, an experimental 
theatre company. The University of Canterbury Schools of Music and Classics have recently 
signed leases to move in to the Arts Centre in the coming year, along with the famous Logie 
collection of antiquities. 

•	 With help from Creative New Zealand and the Christchurch City Council, the Canterbury 
Society of Sonic Artists Inc. has established the Auricle Sonic Arts Gallery to support the 
future development of sonic arts in the city. The Auricle has a monthly exhibition and regular 
performances featuring local, national and international sonic artists in its octophonic gallery.  

Memory projects are important for helping earthquake survivors move forward and for honouring the 
lives of those who died. Online projects include CEISMIC and Quake Stories. Archives, museums and 
libraries are also collecting material on the earthquakes.

The innovation of the arts and cultural sectors in leading the recovery of the sector and in prioritising 
transitional activities within the central city has had a significant impact on the wellbeing of residents 
through the recovery.
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What are the indicators telling us? 
People’s involvement in the arts is measured as the proportion of all people who:

•	 attend arts events

•	 participate in arts events.

Figure 1 shows that the proportion of the Christchurch population who did not attend arts events in 
the previous year increased significantly from 2008 to 2011 (from 19 per cent to 30 per cent of  
the population). 

This decreased attendance in 2011 is likely due to the loss of many art spaces and places, and the 
impacts of the earthquakes on people both personally and financially. In contrast, by 2014 there was 
a positive change with just 13 per cent of the population not attending arts events in the previous year 
(compared with 15 per cent across New Zealand), the lowest proportion since 2005. Two thirds  
of the population attended arts events a ‘medium’ or ‘high’ number of times. This improved  
attendance likely reflects the increased range of arts events and opportunities in the city appealing  
to a wide range of people.   

Figure 1: Proportion of all people (aged 15 years and over) who attend arts events 
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Figure 2 shows that the proportion of the Christchurch population who did not participate in arts 
events increased to 59 per cent in 2011 compared with 57 per cent in 2008. Again this trend has since 
improved, and by 2014 only 41 per cent did not participate in arts events.

By 2014 38 per cent of the Christchurch population participated in 12 or more arts events compared 
with the national average of 34 per cent. Again this increase reflects the breadth of opportunities 
available.

Figure 2: Proportion of all people (aged 15 years and over) who participate in arts events 
 

 
By 2014 38 per cent 
of the Christchurch 
population 
participated in 12 
or more arts events 
compared with the 
national average of  
34 per cent. 
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Find out more
Find out more about the Canterbury Wellbeing Index: www.cera.govt.nz/cwi

Find out more about the New Zealanders and the Arts Survey: www.creativenz.govt.nz/en/arts-
development-and-resources/research-and-arts-sector-resources/audience-atlas-new-zealand-
report-2011

Find out more about Creative New Zealand’s Earthquake Recovery Grants: www.creativenz.
govt.nz/en/getting-funded/find-funding-opportunities/christchurch-earthquake-recovery-
grant-141612171217038/general-info

Find out more about Christchurch Arts Festival: www.artsfestival.co.nz/

Find out more about Gap Filler: www.gapfiller.org.nz 

Find out more about the Free Theatre: www.freetheatre.org.nz

Find out more about Art Beat: www.artsvoice.org.nz/art-beat/

Find out more about the Auricle Gallery: http://auricle.org.nz/

Find out more about BeatBox: http://christchurchmusic.org.nz/beatbox

Find out more about ArtBox: http://www.cpit.ac.nz/industry-and-research/industry-and-partnerships/
capabilities-and-technologies-for-industry/artbox

Find out more about The SCAPE 8 Public Art Christchurch Biennial: http://www.scapepublicart.org.nz/
scape-8/

Find out more about CEISMIC: www.ceismic.org.nz

Find out more about Quake Stories: www.quakestories.govt.nz

Find out more about the Court Theatre: www.courttheatre.org.nz

Find out more about the Christchurch Art Gallery: www.christchurchartgallery.org.nz

Find out more about the Christchurch Central Recovery Plan: www.ccdu.govt.nz

Find out more about the programme to rebuild and restore the Christchurch Arts Centre: www.
artscentre.org.nz/rebuild---restore.html

Technical notes

CERA Wellbeing Survey

Data source:   Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority 

Data frequency:  Six-monthly September 2012, April 2013, September 2013, April 2014,   
   September 2014 and April 2015.

Data complete until: April 2015

Notes: The April 2015 CERA Wellbeing Survey is the sixth survey in the series providing information 
about the residents of greater Christchurch. Respondents were randomly selected from the Electoral 
Roll. The survey was delivered online and by hard copy from 11 March to 5 May 2015. The response 
rate was 36 per cent. Weighting was used to correct for imbalances in sample representation. The 
survey was developed in partnership with Christchurch City Council, Waimakariri District Council, 
Selwyn District Council, the Canterbury District Health Board, Ngāi Tahu and the Natural Hazards 
Research Platform. For results from the surveys, see: www.cera.govt.nz/wellbeing-survey
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Attending and participating in arts events

Data source:   New Zealanders and the Arts Survey, Creative New Zealand

Data frequency:  2005, 2008, 2011 and 2014 

Data complete until: 2014

Notes: Christchurch boundary defined by the local Christchurch telephone calling area. Because this 
survey is a sample survey, results are subject to sampling error. 

Definitions: 

The arts are defined as:

•	 visual arts: painting; photography; sculpture; web-based/digital art; ceramic-making;  
film-making 

•	 performing arts (theatre, dance, music): ballet or contemporary dance performances; theatre; 
concerts; singing or musical performances or events; circuses 

•	 literature: writers’ workshops or literary events; writing poetry, fiction or non-fiction 

•	 Māori arts: art or craft; workshops, including carving, weaving or singing; kapa haka or other 
Māori dance or music activities 

•	 Pacific arts: weaving and other Pacific handicrafts; workshops; carving; traditional dance; choir or 
other musical activities.

Attendance includes going to: 

•	 art galleries (including online galleries), exhibitions and film festivals 

•	 performances in theatre, contemporary dance, ballet, music concerts and circuses 

•	 poetry or book readings, and literary festivals or events 

•	 cultural performances and festivals and celebrations of Māori or Pacific arts.

Low attendance: did not attend anything or attended three or fewer events in the past 12 months

Medium attendance: attended more than three events and up to 10 events in  the past 12 months

High attendance: attended more than 10 events in the past 12 months

Participation includes the active involvement of individuals, groups and/or communities in the making 
or presentation of art. It applies to professional, emerging and non-professional artists, including 
those involved in cultural and recreational activities. 
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